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    WATER QUALITY AT LOCAL BEACHES 2012



www.defra.gov.uk

The more boxes filled the better the water quality
                      BEACHES: Torbay Central



SAMPLE RESULTS






                      

                      

                      


What do the boxes mean?







What was water quality like in previous years?
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What is the Bathing Water Directive?



How is water quality assessed over a bathing season?
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Information can also be found on the Environment Agency website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk" ��www.environment-agency.gov.uk� or on the Defra website at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.defra.gov.uk" ��www.defra.gov.uk�.
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Goodrington








Paignton











Abbey Sands








Hollicombe Beach








Preston
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Further details may be obtained by contacting your Local Authority at:

















or





The Regional Office of the Environment Agency at:





 








Resident and Visitor Services


Roebuck House, Abbey Road,


Torquay TQ2 5TF


Tel.01803 207947








Manley House	


Kestrel Way


Exeter   EX2 7LQ 
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Water quality in the sample failed to meet the Directive’s main mandatory standards.





Water quality in the sample met the Directive’s main mandatory standards:














Water quality in the sample met the Directive’s most stringent guideline standards:











The aim of the Directive is to protect public health and the environment from faecal pollution at bathing waters. The Directive sets limits for a number of substances, which are monitored by the Environment Agency in England and Wales. All countries in the European Union have to ensure that their popular beaches meet these standards. 








Abbey Sands








Beacon Cove
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Hollicombe








Preston








From 2012 to 2015 the system will be in transition between the old and new Bathing Waters Directives. In 2012 to 2014 the annual assessment will be based on that year’s sampling results alone. Mandatory standards will be awarded when 95% of samples pass that standard. Guideline compliance will be awarded when 80% of samples pass the E.coli standard, and 90% pass the IE standards. 


The new standards to achieve Guideline compliance are higher than in previous years, and are equivalent to the previous UK Guideline standard. 








Goodrington








Paignton
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Beach�
2011�
2010�
2009�
2008�
2007�
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This chart shows the main results of the regular water quality tests carried out by the Environment Agency throughout the bathing season at the listed beaches. The tests are carried out to check compliance with water quality standards set by the European Bathing Water Directive.














